
 

 

At Lee Mount Academy, children’s love of reading is at the heart of our curriculum. 

We aim to ensure all children are equipped with the relevant skills they need to communicate their ideas with the world 
effectively.  

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reading 

We believe that learning to read opens the door to academic success. Our reading 

curriculum ensures that children have opportunities to read for practice, read for 

meaning and read for pleasure. Through high quality phonics teaching in EYFS 

and KS1, pupils should be able to decode and read fluently when entering KS2. 

From Y2 upwards, pupils are exposed to a rigorous whole class reading 

curriculum using a 3:2 model throughout the week. A class novel is studied 

Mon-Weds, re-reading the same extract each day to build fluency with targeted 

questioning used to aid understanding; tasks become more independent as each 

day progresses. Thurs-Fri lessons focus on non-fiction texts that link to our 

wider curriculum and follow a similar structure.  

Intent: We have designed our Reading curriculum so that our learners: 

 

Develop a life-long enjoyment 

in reading for pleasure. We 

want our pupils to appreciate 

the work of different authors, 

poets and illustrators from a 

range of different cultures 

Are exposed to high quality 

texts from a range of authors, 

genres and books on different 

topics and interests. Our books 

are carefully selected 

specifically for the pupils of 

LMA. 

Develop the necessary skills 

and strategies to become 

fluent and competent and 

expressional readers, 

becoming increasingly more 

confident and independent. 

Develop their comprehension 

skills so that they understand 

what is read to them; they 

can read for meaning, enabling 

them to respond to texts and 

justify their answers 

Implementation: How do we achieve our aims? 
Whole Class Reading Strategy (Y2+) 
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2024 Reception 
(Word 
Reading 
ELG)  

Year 1 
(Phonics 
screening) 

Year 2 
(Cumulative 
children 
passed & 
retakes) 

Year 6 
KS2 
Reading 
test 

58% 76%  43% 

2025  Reception 
(Word 
Reading 
ELG) 

Year 1 
(Phonics 
screening) 

Year 2 
(Cumulative 
children 
passed & 
retakes) 

Year 6 
KS2 
Reading 
test 

60% 79% 89% 67% 

Assessment 

Support to Catch Up 

Data 

Phonics assessments are completed half termly. From Y2 upwards, we use NGRT 
assessments each term to track children’s progress. In Year 6, we complete half termly 
mock SATs tests. Teachers and teaching assistants assess children daily when reading 
with them, using the reading files and assessment sheets. 

Children are given a level to match their reading ability, based on triangulated assessment 
of their reading skills – NGRT, 1:1 reading and whole class reading. Pupils are frequently 
assessed to ensure they are on the correct level. Careful questioning is used during 1:1 
reading, focusing on areas children need to develop and to ensure they have a solid 
understanding of what they have read. 

Impact: How will we know we have achieved our aims? 

Children can confidently decode 

and blend by the end of Year 1 

and are ready to progress from 

learning to read to reading to 

learn. Understanding and 

comprehension is a daily     

focus from Year 2. 

Children develop a love of reading 

and feel successful in their 

reading ability. Children are more 

willing to read because the books 

are matched to their ability        

and they can read them       

fluently.    

Our pupils’ appreciation of a 

wide variety of authors and 

genres, and their ability to 

express justified preferences. 

Accessing the library through 

choice and selecting their own 

books is a huge positive. 

The percentage of children who 

pass their phonics screening 

test and are working at 

Expected level or greater across 

the school is improving and 

more in-line with National. 

Implementation continued… 

Each class has a reading file with a checklist of readers. 
Teachers use assessment to decide which pupils are daily 

readers, 3x weekly readers or once a week reader. Staff listen 
to children read and date when a child has met a reading 
statement so that teachers can triangulate their assessments 
with formative data, reading lessons and 1:1 reading tasks. 
Children select their own books according to their level so 
that they can access the book and read fluently. Children are 
questioned to ensure understanding of what they have read.  

Children in KS2 who did not pass their phonics 

screening test in KS1 receive additional phonics 

intervention through the ELS scheme. 

Additional interventions are completed to help with 

the understanding of reading. 

Short burst texts with tailored questioning style 

interventions are put in place to support individual 

children’s needs. 

In UKS2, we use the tool Reading Plus to enhance 

reading speed, fluency and understanding. 

Reading for pleasure 

We are very proud of our amazing library that has been recently 
renovated. Children are invited to use this space during their break 
times and it is very busy! At LMA, we believe that reading is an 
activity that should be shared and so we have developed a reading 
buddy strategy. Year 6 are buddied up with Reception and Year 5 
are buddied up with Year 1 to enjoy a reading session once a week.  

We have extensively developed our reading materials – we have 
hundreds of new and exciting books for children to access. 


